Paclitaxel (175 mg/m2 over 3 hours) with cisplatin or carboplatin in previously untreated ovarian cancer: an interim analysis.
The side effects of cisplatin (75 mg/m2) in combination with paclitaxel (Taxol; Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ) (175 mg/m2 over 3 hours) are expected to be more severe and frequent than those of carboplatin (area under the concentration-time curve of 5) in combination with the same dose of paclitaxel, but the combinations are expected to be equally effective. A disadvantage of the cisplatin-based regimen is that patients need to be admitted to the hospital. The carboplatin regimen can be administered to outpatients. We tested both combinations administered every 3 weeks in a randomized phase III study in patients with previously untreated epithelial ovarian cancer. An interim analysis for toxicity was performed in 145 patients shortly after study closure. We observed a difference in the incidence of nausea, vomiting, and neurotoxicity favoring the women treated with the carboplatin regimen, but this regimen caused more myelotoxicity. Maturation of the study is awaited before survival data can be analyzed and final conclusions can be drawn.